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Summer 2021 

 
Welcome to the Summer issue of the Badby Parish Newsletter. 

After a delay of two years, we finally had local elections in Northamptonshire in May.  No vote 
was required for the new Parish Council as the number of candidates matched the nine vacancies, 
however there are some new faces on the Parish Council as we said goodbye to Ed Judd, Naaman 
Ostah and Martin Walton who had decided not to stand for re-election.  

Martin had been on the Parish Council for nine years.  His legacy includes the construction of a 
new bus shelter, two noticeboards, handrails in the cemetery and on Church Green, and countless 
other contributions.  Naaman ran the project to provide play equipment for the village and has 
been involved in reviewing planning applications.  Ed was by some way our youngest councillor 
and was involved in helping to find a supplier for new LED lights.  We thank them all for their 
contributions to Badby village. 

Our new councillors are Sue Berry, Helen Love and Peter Collins.  Peter has been associated with the 
village all his life, and his knowledge and experience will be invaluable.  Sue and Helen are more 
recent arrivals in Badby, but are both looking forward to making a contribution to village life. 

Continuing lockdown restrictions have meant that much loved events such as Bluebell Teas had to 
be cancelled for the second year.  Let’s hope for continued improvement in the situation and a 
return to something like normality as we move into the second half of the year.  

Richard Piner, Chairman 

BADBY PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Contact telephone numbers and areas of special interest: 

Sue Berry 07894 390917 Trees and Greens 

Steve Chandler 01327 703540 Trees and Greens, Defibrillator 

Peter Collins 07740 875344 Playing Field and Allotments 

Katie Griffiths 07890 242573 Footpaths (Path Warden) 

Jo Hind 07763 896754 Planning 

Peter Johnson 01327 438259   Roads and Verges, Parish Works, Play Area 

Helen Love 07864 823448 Police Liaison, Village Hall, Website 

Richard Piner (Chairman)  01327 704093 Burial Grounds, Village Hall, Play Area, Street Lights,  
  Parish Works, Finance 

Neville Snell 07949 103393 Planning 

General enquiries 07717 337048 clerk@badby-pc.gov.uk 

The Parish Council meets normally on the second Monday of each month in the Village Hall, at 7.30 pm.  
Members of the public are welcome to attend, to contribute to matters on the agenda or bring new 
matters to our attention.  Meeting agendas are posted on the two Parish Council noticeboards (near the 
bus stop at Pinfold Green and on Main Street opposite The Windmill), as well as on the Badby Village 
website www.badby-pc.gov.uk. 

http://www.badby-pc.gov.uk/
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THE ROLE OF THE CLERK  by Richard Piner 

It’s a common misconception that the Parish Council is run by the councillors.  In fact, the real 
work is done by the Clerk. 

For the first eight years that I was on the Parish Council, the Clerk was Sharon Foster.  When 
Sharon left the position two years ago she had served as clerk at Badby for thirteen years.  During 
that time her role varied from, amongst other things, keeping the accounts, being the contact 
point for all suppliers and contractors used by the council, and the person who supplied the 
mince-pies at Christmas!  Her experience was invaluable to me when I became chairman three 
years ago and made the handover much easier. 

Although Sharon was very much missed when she left for greater things, we were fortunate in 
quickly finding a replacement.  When Frances took on the role two years ago she had no 
experience at all as a clerk.  In a short time, aided by attendance on courses and showing great 
communication skills in all aspects of the job, she has become just as invaluable to the smooth 
running of the council. 

The Clerk is the person who is responsible for ensuring that all the tasks of the council get 
completed in a timely fashion and at the same time keeping the councillors on the straight and 
narrow.  No mean feat.     
 
A LETTER FROM WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCILLORS  
Rupert Frost, Jo Gilford and David Smith 

Dear Parish Councillors and Residents, 

On 6 May we were honoured and privileged to be elected as your three Councillors for the 
Woodford and Weedon Ward of the new West Northamptonshire Council.  We look forward to 
representing you.  The new Council has taken over all the former responsibilities of Daventry 
District Council, Northampton Borough Council, South Northamptonshire Council, and 
Northamptonshire County Council.  The first full meeting of West Northamptonshire Council took 
place on 20 May 2021. 

Your local Ward Councillors have the following appointments:  

Cllr Rupert Frost - Daventry Area Planning Committee, Corporate Scrutiny Committee 
Cllr Jo Gilford - Deputy Chair of Place Scrutiny Committee 
Cllr David Smith - Cabinet Member for Community Safety & Engagement and Regulatory Services; 
Northamptonshire Police and Crime Panel  

 

Cllr Rupert Frost has lived in and around the area for over 10 years and 
now lives in Staverton.  He entered local politics in 2018 when he was 
elected as a member of Daventry District Council.  Rupert has a great 
understanding of the planning system, this experience standing him in 
good stead as a member of the Daventry Area Planning Committee at 
West Northamptonshire Council.  He worked in IT for over twenty 
years, and in more recent times has become involved in property 
investments as well as owning a local pub!  For rest and relaxation he 
likes nothing better than getting involved in all things equestrian and 
other country pursuits. 
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Cllr Jo Gilford lives in Staverton, and works on the frontline of the NHS 
in a busy doctor’s surgery in Daventry.  The past 12 months have been 
extremely challenging administering the local Covid-19 response.  Jo is 
fairly unique in that she was an officer of a Council before becoming an 
elected member.  With over 12 years’ experience as a Councillor she is 
well versed in all matters local government, and she held the 
Environment Portfolio at Daventry District Council for a number of 
years.  For relaxation, Jo has recently taken up golf - she hopes she 
won’t live to regret this!  In the coming months she is to become a 
grandmother. 

 

Cllr David Smith has lived in the County for most of his life, now in 
Weedon.  Educated at Northampton School for Boys before going on to 
Moulton Agricultural College, he spent time working in Germany as 
well as in France where he ran a successful vineyard, winning a Silver 
medal in the International Wine Challenge.  Most recently his work has 
seen him involved in the British leather and shoe industry.  He entered 
local government in 2014, he held the Access and Communications 
Portfolio at Daventry District Council, is a former Chairman of Daventry 
District Council and spent the past 7 years as a member of the planning 
committee.  Outside of local government and business his interests are 
food culture, road and mountain biking, motorsport, and local history. 

Cllr Rupert Frost rupert.frost@westnorthants.gov.uk 
Cllr Jo Gilford   jo.gilford@westnorthants.gov.uk  
Cllr David Smith  david.smith@westnorthants.gov.uk 
 

BADBY VILLAGE WEBSITE  by Richard Piner 

New legislation enacted in September requires Parish Council websites to be accessible as far as 
possible by everyone – including those with impaired vision and motor difficulties.  It became 
apparent that the old badbyvillage.com website would need to be replaced, as the technology on 
which it was based would not support the requirements of the new legislation.  However, it was 
clearly also an opportunity to have a more attractive and user friendly website, and to eliminate 
intrusive advertising. 

With helpful guidance from Peter Cooper, Parish Council members and those who maintained the 
community aspects of the old site assessed various solutions and selected one that was both 
reasonably priced and had been successfully implemented by many other Parish Councils. 

The new site www.badby-pc@gov.uk was set up, and at this point the real work started as a crack 
team - Peter Cooper, Geoff Pullin, Ann Skinner and Frances Williams - collaborated to populate it with 
council and community content and add new functionality where available.  I was included in this 
group, my role being to keep out of the way and let the others get on with it.  After much effort, the 
site went live at the end of April.  As a result, we now have a much improved facility for both the 
Parish Council and the village community.  We hope, over time, to see the website become the hub 
for important communication in the village.  Links to Facebook, the ability to sign up to receive email 
alerts of news notifications, and a comprehensive diary of upcoming events should contribute to this. 

If you didn’t already use the old village website, please give the new one a go.  If there’s 
something you think could be added or improved, just let anyone on the Parish Council know. 

mailto:rupert.frost@westnorthants.gov.uk
mailto:jo.gilford@westnorthants.gov.uk
mailto:david.smith@westnorthants.gov.uk
http://www.badby-pc@gov.uk
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CHURCHYARD WALL  by Richard Piner 
The rebuilding of the churchyard wall was finally completed when the last section was finished at 
Easter.  Over many years, the wall had fallen into disrepair and had almost disappeared in places.  
The Churchyard, which was “closed” for burials in 1886, is maintained by the parish council. 

Pictures of the first half completed last year, looking east towards Church Green: 

        BEFORE        AFTER 

 
… and the final section, looking west along the boundary with the Old Forge: 

         BEFORE      AFTER 

 
 

SAKURA CHERRY TREE  by the Clerk 

A new flowering cherry has been planted at the bottom of Pound 
Lane, near the site of one which blew down last year.  Provided by the 
Sakura Cherry Tree Project, the new tree is one of over 6,000 being 
planted across the UK, a gift from Japan to commemorate the 
ongoing friendship between the two countries.  Two suitably 
experienced parishioners kindly undertook the planting, and nearby 
residents kept it watered during the very dry weather which followed. 

Keisaku Sandy Sano, Chairman of the Sakura Cherry Tree Project, 
writes “The planting of these cherry blossom trees when we are in 
the midst of the sadness of the Covid-19 crisis, is a strong symbol of 
hope that, even in the darkest days, we are planting and planning for 

the future and that, as these trees grow and flourish, they will enrich our lives and those of future 
generations”. 
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
 

ALLOTMENTS SOCIETY  by Lanna Banks 
Many allotment gardeners will tell you that a spell on the plot nurturing plants and contemplating 
nature makes them feel calmer and more hopeful.  The physical benefits of regular spells of 
gardening also helps plot-holders to keep fit, and in a survey of National Allotment Society 
members, nearly every person said their love of allotment gardening comes from the fresh air, 
home grown produce, healthy lifestyle and like-minded people this activity offers.  There are still 
a couple of plots available at Badby – why not give it a go?  For more details, please email 
lannabanks@btopenworld.com. 
 

BADBY AND DISTRICT PHOTO CLUB by John Hammons, Chairman 
Now in its 40th year, Badby Photo Club will return to 
meeting in the Village Hall from 1 September, unless the 
Government states otherwise.  Our first meeting will be 
the traditional ‘Show and Tell’ evening, where members 
discuss and show photos from their summer escapades.  
But one thing that we hope will change is the villagers' 
participation at the Club - at the moment there are no 
locals who are members, and yet everyone has a camera 
and takes pictures, so why is that? 

The Photo Club would like to invite all residents of Badby 
and neighbouring areas to enter a free Virtual Smartphone 
Exhibition which will be shown on the Club’s website 

www.badbyphotoclub.org.uk.  The event is open to everyone, regardless of age and experience, 
and this is how it works.  You are invited to send in up to three smartphone pictures 
to chair@badbyphotoclub.org.uk by Wednesday 18 August.  Everyone who enters is guaranteed 
to have at least one image selected for the Exhibition which will be open for public viewing on the 
Club’s website Photo Gallery.  You can submit images on any subject, however selfies are not the 
sort of thing we are looking for - we want you to use your imagination to take more creative 
pictures, ones that you would be pleased to invite your friends to look at.  Full entry details are 
available on the Club’s website. 

It’s time to get out and about with your smartphone and capture that special moment, scene or 
activity, and view it at our Virtual Exhibition which will be live from 1 September. 

 
BADBY AND FARTHINGSTONE CRICKET CLUB by Graeme Whitcroft 
In an entertaining and dramatic start to the season, with several close finishes 
and final-over heroics, the club are currently still playing in accordance with 
ECB guidance. 

Following the latest delay in reducing lockdown restrictions, there is still hope 
that the Pavilion will be fully re-opened in July.  The club have decided against 
providing teas for the rest of the season, however, and will continue to use 
the mobile coffee van Nuts for your Coffee which has been a real boost, 
especially as the weather in April and May was unusually cold. 

mailto:lannabanks@btopenworld.com
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Matches continue to be played every Sunday, with a couple of midweek T20 games also in the 
calendar. 

To help promote women’s and junior cricket the club will be running some “taster” sessions over 
the coming weeks.  For more info, please see the club’s Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Amateur-Sports-Team/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-
Club-334122073956380/ 

Diary date: this year’s Club Day will be on Sunday 15 August starting at 2pm - cricket, BBQ, bar 
and raffle.  All welcome. 

The club welcomes all new players – men, women, teenagers and children.  Membership fees: full 
£50, playing £30, social £20, junior £10.  Anyone interested in joining B&FCC please contact 
chairman Andy Nightingale via e-mail andynightingale23@gmail.com. 

Thanks to everyone in Badby and the surrounding villages for your continued support. The club 
has lots going on over the coming months, but as ever, none of this is possible without your active 
participation. 
 
BADBY AND FAWSLEY WI by June Witcomb (Secretary) 

Badby and Fawsley WI members have surpassed 
themselves in working together during the 
lockdowns to enable virtually all 
weekly/monthly activities to continue to take 
place, although admittedly most have had to be 
via Zoom.  Even the Christmas get-together was 
a little different, with a Bingo session and 
everyone being encouraged to wear a Christmas 
outfit!  A monthly newsletter containing 
contributions from members has helped to keep 
everyone in touch with what the ladies have 
been doing over the weeks, and lots of 

photographs, recipe ideas, craftwork, poetry and jokes, etc. have kept members entertained.  It is, 
therefore, gratifying to be able to write that 48 members have renewed their subscriptions for 
2021/22. 
Now that Covid-19 restrictions are starting to be lifted, it is time to look forward to returning to 
meeting up in person once again.  Small steps have already been taken with socially distanced 
walks being organised on a monthly basis by Jan Hupfield, Moira Cooper and Joanna Dring.   All 
agreed that it was so lovely to be able to share a walk with a friend rather than going alone, 
especially one accompanied by a talk on relevant historical facts along the way. 

The Book Club/Culture Club (organised by Ann Syred) is hoping to start meeting on the village 
green, weather permitting, rather than via Zoom.  Members of the Knit-wits (organised by Karen 
Brown) will hopefully meet in a member’s gardens as the evenings become warmer. 

The popular Coffee Mornings (organised by Ann Skinner), held on a weekly basis during 
lockdown, will move to a monthly date in the courtyard at The Maltsters, with refreshments 
provided by The Little Shop. 

Even though skittles playing is still not allowed, the accompanying monthly lunches have now 
resumed, organised by Mali Birt.  Additional monthly lunches are organised by Maggie 
Marshman, and everyone is welcome.  It is also exciting to write that our first outing organised by 
Joanna Dring has been arranged for July to Broughton Grange gardens, Banbury.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Amateur-Sports-Team/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club-334122073956380/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Amateur-Sports-Team/Badby-Farthingstone-Cricket-Club-334122073956380/
mailto:andynightingale23@gmail.com
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As summer drifts into autumn we hope to be able to hold larger group meetings, either on The 
Green or in the Village Hall.  The first will be a social Midsummer Madness event on 8 June on The 
Green.  August’s meeting will hopefully be in the Village Hall on 12 August when our speaker Helen 
Frost will talk about The Women’s Land Army during the First World War.  We will also be holding a 
Fashion Show in the Church on 21 October, further details to be advertised nearer the date. 

If you are interested in joining Badby and Fawsley WI, or just in learning more before you commit, 
please contact our President Ann Skinner either by email to bandfwi@gmail.com or tel. 871597.  
We are a very friendly group of ladies offering friendship and various activities on a regular 
monthly basis.   
 
BADBY CHURCH DRAW  by Jim McBeth 
St Mary’s invites you to join our monthly prize draw. We’re looking forward to raising funds for 
our Church, and giving draw members the chance to win cash prizes.  The draw starts in October, 
but please apply for your tickets in good time. 

Each ticket costs £24. Your ticket will be entered into 12 monthly draws (October to September) 
and the bonus draw in September.  We’re aiming to give away three cash prizes each time, and 
the prize amounts will depend on how many tickets are bought (the more tickets sold, the bigger 
the prize pot).  For example, with 100 tickets the monthly prizes could be as much as £25, £15, 
and £10 with annual bonus prizes of £200, £150, and £50.  Prize winners will be notified 
individually and published in the monthly Link magazine.  

Each ticket subscription is for 12 months and is renewable annually.  Anyone over 16 is eligible to 
buy a ticket, and there’s no limit to the number tickets you can buy each year.  Tickets are 
available from me, Jim McBeth – please email  badbychurchlottery@btinternet.com or telephone 
07717 414664 / 01327 872836.  Full details and terms and conditions of the draw will be online 
or available from me.  Many thanks – and good luck!  

 
BADBY FILM SOCIETY  by Karen Brown     
Just to let all members know that, as restrictions begin to be lifted, the 
Committee is considering when and how we can safely start to screen 
films again in Badby Village Hall.  Members will be contacted as soon as 
firm plans are in place, and we very much look forward to seeing you all 
again – hopefully in the not too distant future. 
 

BADBY GARDENING CLUB  by Rich Green 
The Badby & District Horticultural Society (also known as the Badby Gardening Club) has 
experienced a welcome surge in membership over the past six months, and the club’s WhatsApp 
group is really thriving, with pictures, advice, seeds and plants all being swapped regularly.  

The key event we are all looking forward to is on Sunday 5 September.  This, of course, is the 
Annual show.  We are really keen this year to get entries from all age groups, especially children, 
and we have already been in touch with the School who we are hoping will support us.  Please 
don’t be put off if it’s your first time – it’s just a bit of fun and the more, the merrier! 

Fingers crossed for a good summer and excellent weather on the day.  As usual, we will be 
distributing flyers with the Link magazine with further information about classes, themes, etc. 
 

mailto:bandfwi@gmail.com
mailto:badbychurchlottery@btinternet.com
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BADBY SCHOOL by Ben Edge, Head Teacher 
We welcomed in 2021 with yet more online 
learning! It’s amazing how quickly the children 
adapted, and staff were blown away by how 
supportive parents and carers have been and how quickly they got up to speed juggling home 
learning with their own work and life in general.  

In January we asked everyone to ‘dress up like a pirate’ for the day - ooh arrr!  In Year 2 we had 
lots of exciting lessons from news reporters (reporting ‘live’ from the Great Fire of London!); in 
Year 4 the Great Badby Bake Off; Year 3 had a fabulous virtual school trip to Italy (complete with a 
bus driver and paper bag lunch!); as well as a fierce whole-class debate on deforestation in Year 5. 
Bluebells and Reception conducted some wonderful ice experiments and Year 1 enjoyed 
celebrating Chinese New Year making dragon masks and eating Chinese food. Year 6 also joined in 
the Chinese New Year Celebrations with some amazing Chinese brush painting. 

World Book Day was a wonderful success and we all had fun dressing up. Reading for pleasure is 
at the heart of World Book Day and at the heart of our school. We know that making every day a 
book day can have a significant impact on children and young people’s wellbeing. 

March was such a magical and emotional time when we welcomed all the children back with 
laughter and joy all around the school.  The whole school engaged in activities around National 
Science week. The theme for this year was ‘innovation’.  We also celebrated World Down’s 
Syndrome Day and all wore odd socks!  There was an art week where we teamed up with another 
school and shared our artistic masterpieces! 

In April, Reception were exploring the grounds for mini-beasts, Year 1 were using their maths 
knowledge to build wattle fences in the forest school area, and Year 5 were having fun with 
archery.  All this outdoor activity will help contribute towards the ‘Trek to Tokyo’ summer activity 
challenge. This is a challenge from Northants School Sports where schools aim to complete a 
journey to the Tokyo Olympics over the summer terms. The journey takes schools via eight 
different countries and host cities before arriving in Tokyo. 

The theme for Earth Day 2021 was Restore Our Earth, which focused on natural processes, 
emerging green technologies, and innovative thinking that can restore the world’s ecosystems. 
We also looked at the life of Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and to celebrate The Duke’s 
inspiring impact on generations of young people, all classes visited Badby Woods over the week 
and took part in D of E Award style events.  

We have been working hard on our school grounds and making it look great with the support of 
local resident Jim McBeth and his company Two Little Goats. Jim has kindly offered his services to 
help with our outdoor learning ambitions and provide us with resources and advice. We are 
incredibly grateful for his generosity. Thanks Jim! 

May saw our first sporting competition for over 15 months! Sport and competition are a huge 
part of Badby School and we have really missed it.  Years 5 and 6 all took part in foot-golf and 
orienteering, and came back proudly wearing their medals.  We now have a term of sporting 
fixtures to look forward to as well as our usual summer term festivities such as Sports Day and 
Rose Day. 

We've achieved so much as a school community over the last few months with fun and theme 
days as well as working, learning and supporting each other both at home and at school.  Above 
all, our children have really done us proud with their incredible resilience.  We really are so very 
proud of each and every one of them.  Well done Badbarians! 
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BELL RINGING at BADBY by Geoff Pullin, Tower Captain  - tel. 87106  
Step 2 of the Covid-19 ‘roadmap’ enabled us to ring on Easter Day – the first 
time since Christmas Day.  We could only ring using sufficiently well-spaced 
ropes and with the door wide open and wearing face coverings, which meant 
ringing three bells, usually bells 1, 3 and 5.  We could ring 2, 4 and 6 but the 
ringer of no. 2 stands in the doorway and gets the full blast of the draught 
caused by the spiral staircase acting as a chimney!   

On 10 April and again on 17 April, as part of the national mourning of the death of Prince Philip 
and before his funeral, the 5th bell was tolled half-muffled (i.e. rung very slowly, alternate sounds 
quietened by a muffle strapped to one side of the clapper). 

With Step 3 from 17 May we could have six ringers ringing all six bells, although still with face 
coverings.  We were also able to restart our Wednesday practice night, although at first - with 
ringers reluctant to return and a crop of personal ailments - we had difficulty in finding six from 
the area who were available and willing, let alone from the village! 

On 26 May, Plain Bob Doubles, Grandsire Doubles and Plain Bob Minor rang out over the village 
for the first time since March 2020, with six nominated volunteer ringers.  Steamed up in face 
coverings and ringing for just an hour with the door wide open, we did better than might have 
been anticipated. 

Come Step 4, we shall need new recruits (10-70+ years old), or some of the many who have 
learned to ring a bell to return!  You can find the background to English bell ringing at 
https://pdg.org.uk/homepage/content and more about learning to ring at 
https://pdg.org.uk/homepage/content-3.  Try the linked videos as well.   
Better still, come along to the tower on a Wednesday evening to see what we get up to in this 
very English art, science, percussion music, sport and social exercise.  You will hear that we have a 
long way to go always to produce nice regular rhythmical ringing, so we need a lot of practice! 
 
BRIDGE CLUB by Jan Cooper 
Hooray!  At last we can play again!  We are a mixed group of bridge players, some more 
competent than others.  Some of us play with other bridge groups, and some of us are still 
learning.  Part of the fun is to partner with someone different each week.  We all LOVE to play. 
If you play, or have played, or have a little knowledge of the game and would like to play, we meet 
every Thursday afternoon in the back room at The Maltsters from 1-4pm - please join us. 
 
SCARECROW FESTIVAL 2021  by Ruth McBeth  
The Scarecrow Festival is back, by popular demand!  
Last September almost 30 scarecrows popped up around Badby, 
no two alike, giving residents, friends, family and village visitors 
something to smile about as they strolled around our beautiful 
village.  Can we double that number this year?   

This year, the scarecrow trail will take place from Friday 10 to 
Sunday 12 September. In addition, on the afternoon of Sunday 12 
September, we’re planning a Fun Dog Show, bottle tombola, 
games, teas, stalls, nature trail and displays around The Green and 
in the Church, government restrictions permitting.  And of course, 
The Maltsters will be open throughout offering a full selection of 
food and drink, including their famous cocktails. 

https://pdg.org.uk/homepage/content
https://pdg.org.uk/homepage/content-3
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We’re suggesting a theme of “All Creatures Great and Small” but 
really, anything goes.  Scarecrows are invited to take their places 
in your garden or on one of the greens, so people walking round 
the village have something to smile about.  If you don’t have a 
suitable spot, The Maltsters are happy to have them in the beer 
garden for the weekend.  

There’ll be a competition for the best “All Creatures Great and 
Small” scarecrow, the best overall scarecrow, and additional 
prizes for creativity, appeal and the scarecrow the judge would 
most like to take home!  

Entry is £5 per scarecrow, and entry forms will be available from 
The Little Shop and The Maltsters, and inside the church porch.  
Please enter by the close of the day on Tuesday 7 (so we have 
time to print a Scarecrow Trail map).  

If you’d like to run a stall or an activity, or can help in any way, please get in touch with Jim or 
Ruth McBeth on 01327 872836/ 07717 414664 / 07591 166551 or email 
twolittlegoats@btinternet.com. All proceeds from the weekend will support St Mary’s.  

Please put the date in your diary and look out for more details on the Badby Community Support 
Group facebook page, in church and at The Little Shop /The Maltsters.  
 

ST MARY’S CHURCHYARD IN FLOWER by Ruth McBeth 

We thought you might like to see a few pictures of the beautiful 
and varied plant life that makes its home in St Mary’s churchyard.  

Last autumn we invited an officer from the Northampton-based 
charity The Wildlife Trust to come and visit our grounds.  They 
run a Conservation Churchyard Award Scheme which encourages 
churches and communities to recognise and increase the range of 
plants and wildlife in their grounds.  We’re really keen to make 
our churchyard as welcoming a place for plants and wildlife, as it 
is a beautiful place for humans to come to remember loved ones, 
to ponder the big questions, to find solace.  

We’re making small changes to the way the Churchyard is 
managed so we can make the most of our trees, shrubs, 
grasslands and meadow plants, as well as providing habitats for a 

variety of animals.  The Awards Officer gave us a very complimentary advisory report which 
highlighted the vast array of wildflowers and habitats we have, along with advice on how to take 
our efforts forward.  

For example, the banks to the entrance of the main porch of the church already contain some 
lovely flowers: clover and daisies early on, with lady’s bedstraw and yarrow looking splendid in 
early to mid-summer, when we will leave them to flower. We also have self-heal, black medick, 
fox and cubs, to name but a few, all beautiful and important sources of pollen for hungry bees.  
The wildflower area we’re cultivating will encourage more summer flowering plants, prolonging 
the nectar season and providing a lovely habitat for the mice, newts and spiders who make their 
home here.  

mailto:twolittlegoats@btinternet.com
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Pilosella aurantiaca aka fox and cubs        Lady’s bedstraw, yarrow and clover  

 

TEA AND MEET by Jan Cooper 
Tea and Meet is a monthly gathering of village friends and neighbours in Badby Village Hall, on 
the first Friday of every month from 2-4pm.  Help, chat and cakes given and shared.  There is no 
charge and room for everyone - young, older, older and older.  It’s a good time to get together 
with people you haven’t met before and to catch-up with great village friends.  Hope you can 
come along. 
 

VILLAGE CORRESPONDENT by Geoff Pullin   gcsspullin@yahoo.com   Tel.  871806     
Please send news of future events, the outcome and personal celebrations to me in ‘good time’. 
The same item reported twice is better than no report at all! 

‘Good time’ means:  
Daventry Weekly Express:  by Sunday evening for the following Thursday’s Neighbourhood News 
column.  
The Link Magazine:  by 19th of the previous month – regular subscribers get a reminder around 
the 16th of the month! 
badby-pc.gov.uk village website:  anytime.  It also has an optional automatic notification system 
for new items and a link to Facebook. 

 
VILLAGE HALL by Peter Cooper, on behalf of the 
Badby Village Hall Management Committee 

Badby Village Hall was required to close during the 
lockdowns and earlier steps of the Covid-19 Roadmap, 
but was able to restart in a limited fashion in May, for 
yoga and the June Tea and Meet.  It was good to see 
people back, and these activities were greatly 
appreciated by those attending them.  We had hoped 
that more could take place from 21 June, but the delay 
in moving to Step 4 until 19 July at the earliest has been 
a disappointment.   
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The Hall was also able to apply for and received Government grants during the periods it could 
not open, which covered our costs of maintaining both cleaning and security.  Sue Blundell did an 
amazing job over these periods and we are most grateful to her. 

We will be holding the Annual General Meeting at 7:30pm on 26 July (to be confirmed – please 
check the noticeboards), to which all residents of Badby and Fawsley aged over 18 are invited.  In 
addition to receiving the usual reports and accounts, we are planning to talk about how the Hall 
fared during the Covid-19 pandemic and our plans for the future.  In particular, we would like 
those who use the Hall to let us know their views, and what we can do to make the Hall even 
more useful to them. 

As always, enquiries about use of the Hall should be directed to Sue on tel. 703612 or by email to 
booking.bvhmc@btinternet.com.  There is a separate Page on the new website about bookings 
www.badby-pc.gov.uk/community/village-hall/bookings where there is a hall availability chart, 
and a booking form and the conditions of hire can be downloaded. 

We look forward to welcoming you back, as event organisers and participants.  

 

NEXT ISSUE 
The next issue of Badby Parish News will be published in Winter 2021.  If you would like to 
contribute an article, please email the Clerk: clerk@badby-pc.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Parish Council 
unless expressly stated.  Edited and produced by the Clerk (Frances Williams, 25 Westhorpe Lane, 
Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XB) on behalf of Badby Parish Council. 
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